
 

OVERVIEW
Fahrenheit 451 presents a dark and oppressive fictional 

society. Rather than create an ideal society (utopia)

to serve as a model for societal improvement, 

Bradbury created a nightmare society 

(dystopia) as a warning for what America will

look like in 2024. In this activity, you will plan 

either a utopian or dystopian society.

 

Guy Montag is a fireman. In his world, where television rules

and literature is on the brink of extinction, firemen start fires

rather than put them out. His job is to destroy the most illegal

of commodities, the printed book, along with the houses in

which they are hidden. 
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Montag never questions the destruction and ruin his actions produce, returning each

day to his bland life and wife, Mildred, who spends all day with her television

“family.”But then he meets an eccentric young neighbor, Clarisse, who introduces

him to a past where people didn’t live in fear and to a present where one sees the

world through the ideas in books instead of the mindless chatter of television.When

Mildred attempts suicide and Clarisse suddenly disappears, Montag begins to

question everything he has ever known. He starts hiding books in his home, and

when his pilfering is discovered, the fireman has to run for his life.

Purchase the book on AmazonCheck out the book from your local Dallas Public Library

 

SUPPLIES NEEDED
paper

pencil

12-18

age
group

https://www.amazon.com/Fahrenheit-451-Ray-Bradbury/dp/1451673310/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1530120829&sr=1-1&keywords=fahrenheit+451
https://catalog.dallaslibrary.org/polaris/Search/default.aspx?ctx=1.1033.0.0.6&type=Keyword
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1. Utopia directions: create a poster or brochure that outlines your own

utopian society. Follow the guidelines below.  

 

2. Utopia name -- be creative and inventive!

 

3. Rules -- develop a list of at least 10 rules that all community members will

follow to create a perfect society.

 

4. Motto and seal -- create a slogan or motto that inhabitants of your utopia

will follow and develop a utopian seal. Think about what images connect to

the name of your society and to the rules you developed.  

 

5. Daily itinerary -- How will utopia inhabitants spend their time during the

week? Develop a seven-day schedule that community members might follow

during a typical day. Your itinerary should be a listing of times and activities.

 

ACTIVITY INSTRUCTIONS
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1. Dystopia directions: create a poster that outlines your own dystopian

society. As Bradbury did in Fahrenheit 451, you are going to first examine

what people fear in our society today in order to establish the foundation

for your society. 

 

Follow the guidelines below:

 

2. Think: What do people in America fear today? Think of major examples of

fear in today’s society (not little ones like spiders or clowns.) In Fahrenheit

451 it was fear of reading books. Some other examples include: terrorist

threats, violence in schools, road rage, or the H1N1 virus.

 

What else can you think of? What will your society be afraid of?

 

3. Name of Your Dystopian Society -- be creative and inventive!

 

4. List of Rules -- Develop a list of at least five rules that all community

members will follow. 

 

5. Motto and seal --  Create a slogan or motto that inhabitants of your

utopia will follow, and develop a utopian seal. Think about what images

connect to the name of your society and to the rules you developed. 

 

Consequences -- What happens to citizens who do not obey the

government's rules?

ACTIVITY INSTRUCTIONS


